
   Chief Justice 
Gilbertson pre-
sented three judges 
with awards for ad-
vanced training. 
Judges Tim-
Tucker, Scott 
Myren and 
Steve Jensen 
were 
awarded 
plaques for 
the special-
ized training 
they received 
in science 
and technol-
ogy. The 
training, 
which required 120 
hours of class time 
from 2007 to 2009, 
was part of a Na-
tional Resource 
Judge Program. 
   Upon completion 
of the training, the 
three judges were 
elected as Ad-
vanced Science 
and Technology 
Adjudication Re-
source Center 
(ASTAR) Fellows. 

ASTAR is consid-
ered the advanced 
scouting party for 
linking criminal and 
civil justice to the 

massively explod-
ing frontiers of sci-
ence. The three 
judges will provide 
assistance to South 
Dakota’s Judicial 
Branch as needed 
in case manage-
ment, ADR, judicial 
education, and 
Bench-Bar activi-
ties in connection 
with legal educa-

tion. 
   The UJS part-
nered with ASTAR, 
who is sponsored 
by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Jus-
tice (DOJ), 
to help edu-
cate judicial 
teams to 
manage 
complex 
cases in-
volving 
novel evi-
dence. 
   The UJS 
will be send-

ing a new group of 
judges to partici-
pate in this educa-
tional opportunity. 
Judges Mark Bar-
nett, Patricia Riepel 
and Jeff Davis will 
attend the next ses-
sion. 
 All expenses are 
paid by DOJ/
ASTAR. 
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aid in our decision-making 
process. 
   Our next steps include 
(1) performing vendor refer-
ence checks, (2) doing further 
in-depth testing of both the 
AmCad and Tyler solu-
tions, (3) collecting additional 
information from each com-
pany regarding issues that 
arose during the evalua-
tion, (4) gathering additional 
company financial informa-
tion, and (5) completing the 
technical reviews of both sys-
tems.   
   Each member of the sec-
ond CMS evaluation team 

has both vendor applications 
installed on their desktop to 
allow further testing of each 
application.  Committee mem-
bers will also be provided ac-
cess to Tyler’s new probation 
component in early August.  
   A final report will be sent to 
the Technology Council and 
the CMS Evaluation team 2 
by October 9.  A joint meeting 
of these two committees is 
scheduled for Monday, Octo-
ber 19 to make a final recom-
mendation to the Supreme 
Court on which vendor will 
best serve the needs of the 
Unified Judicial System.     

   As reported to you in the 
last newsletter, two off-the-
shelf Case Management Sys-
tem (CMS) vendors were se-
lected by CMS Evaluation 
team 1 for further evaluation.  
Those two vendors are Am-
Cad and Tyler Technologies. 
   A second CMS evaluation 
team, consisting of Supreme 
Court, SCAO, and circuit rep-
resentatives, met with the 
vendors the first week of June 
to review and test each CMS 
application.   There was not a 
definitive decision made be-
tween the two vendor finalists 
in June and we are working to 
provide further information to 

 As I approach my one-year 
anniversary date as State 
Court Administrator, I’d like to 
thank everyone for all the 
support you have provided.  I 
came in with certain things I 
wanted to implement that I 
had realized from my years 
as a Circuit Administrator, but 

yet didn’t want to make too 
many changes since things 
were working smoothly. My 
main goal was to make the 
State Court Administrator’s 
office as user-friendly as pos-
sible for the circuits.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact us  
if you have questions. That   
is why we are here. 
   The past couple months 
have flown by.  One of the 
projects I am most excited 
about is the Strategic Plan-
ning document resulting from 
the past two Rural Retreats.  
Everyone has goals for their 
life, whether strategically 
planned out or casually envi-

sioned. The same goes for 
the UJS.  The Strategic Plan 
will provide us with direction 
as a whole unit rather than 
everyone doing their own 
thing.   
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The secret  
of getting  

ahead  
is getting  
started. 

 

Mark Twain 
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   This is the first time 
both judges were able 
to attend a judicial 
conference. Both  
judges found the con-
ference enjoyable and 
hope to return. 

 
 

   Chief Justice Gilbertson 
welcomes Tribal Judges Rae 
Ann Red Owl from the Oglala 
Sioux Tribal Court and 
Brenda Claymore, who is with 
the Cheyenne River Sioux 
Tribal Court, at the Spring Ju-
dicial Conference at Cedar 
Shores in Chamberlain.  

Third Circuit Court Judge 
Tim D. Tucker was presented 
with the annual Fred J. Nichol 
Award for Outstanding Jurist 
by the South Dakota Trial 
Lawyers Association during 
the Association's annual 
meeting in Sioux Falls on 
June 18, 2009. 

The award is given to an 
outstanding trial or appellate 
judge who possesses unwav-
ering personal integrity and 
maintains an exemplary stan-
dard of conduct that en-
hances the image of the judi-
ciary and reinforces public 
confidence in the justice sys-
tem.  The judge receiving the 
award must also show re-
spect and courtesy to the par-
ties, witnesses, jurors, court 
personnel and attorneys who 
appear in the Judge’s Court-
room and consistently make 
decisions that are well rea-
soned and uphold the integ-
rity and independence of the 
office.  The South Dakota 
Trial Lawyers Association 

created this award in honor of 
the late Judge Fred J. Nichol.  

Judge Tucker is the 3rd 
Circuit's longest-serving 
judge, having been appointed 
to the bench in 1987.  He was 
the presiding judge of the for-
mer Fourth Circuit (prior to 
realignment of circuits in 
2000).  A native of Rapid City, 
he received his bachelor's de-
gree and his juris doctor from 
the University of South Da-
kota.  He also received his 
Master of Judicial Studies 
from the University of Ne-
vada, Reno.  He currently 
serves as Chair of the Judi-
cial Training Committee and 
is a past president of the 
State Judges' Association.  
He has previously served on 
the Judicial Qualifications 
Commission, South Dakota 
Council on Domestic Vio-
lence, South Dakota Center 
for Law and Civic Education; 
and the Judicial Ethics Com-
mittee.   

Before his appointment to 

the bench, Judge Tucker was 
a partner in the law firm of 
Morgan, Fuller, Theeler and 
Cogley of Mitchell.  His pri-
mary judicial workload is 
comprised of Lake, Moody, 
and Brookings Counties, al-
though like all judges in the 
circuit, he continues to hear 
cases in all counties as as-
signed. 

The award is given an-
nually in June during the 
SDTLA annual meeting.  

(Press release from SD 
Trial Lawyers Association). 
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Jurist Award 

        Circuit Judge Tim Tucker 



the people in the circuits."  
Greg will begin his new posi-
tion in early August.  
Greg and his wife Kirsten live 
in Pierre and have three chil-
dren, Emily, Jonah and 
Chase.  Outside of work Greg 
skis, bikes and enjoys spend-
ing time with his family.  

 

   Greg Sattizahn has been 
hired as the new UJS Legal & 
Legislative Counsel.  Greg 
has been with the UJS al-
ready for approximately 7 
years as a staff attorney for 
the Supreme Court, and he 
was formerly a law clerk for 
retired Justice Richard Sa-
bers.  He also has experience 
in private practice as a litiga-
tion associate with a law firm 
in New Ulm, Minnesota.   
   Greg attended law school at 
the University of South Da-
kota and  was a member of 
the Sterling Honor Society.  
Prior to law school he ob-
tained a Political Science de-
gree from Iowa State Univer-
sity and remains a huge Cy-
clone fan.   

   His primary responsibilities 
will be to serve as legal coun-
sel to the State Court Admin-
istrator and the Chief Justice, 
to act as liaison between the 
UJS and the Legislature, and 
to be a spokesperson for me-
dia matters.  He will also be 
staffing Supreme Court and 
UJS committees such as the 
Cameras in the Courtroom or 
Emergency Preparedness 
committees, working with 
Child Support Referees and 
the Department of Social Ser-
vices, refining forms and 
other pro se matters, and 
drafting contracts.   
   Greg is "excited for the 
challenges of this new posi-
tion" and is "looking forward 
to meeting and working with  

June 8, 2008.  
   Connie was a Court Ser-
vices Officer in Yankton un-
til 1993 and then trans-
ferred to the Vermillion of-
fice. 
    A reception was held in 
the Clay County Court-
house in her honor on June 
3rd.  
   Best wishes, Connie, 
and thank you for your 
many years of service! 

    After over 30 years of ser-
vice to the judicial system, 
Connie Nelsen retired on 
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Connie poses with Chief Court Ser-
vices Officer Francis McCabe and 
1st Circuit CSOs and co-workers 
Dick Foltz and Guy McNeely. 

Chief Court Services Officer 
Francis McCabe presents 
Connie with a retirement 
plaque.  



   May was designated as Na-
tional Drug Court Month.  In 
recognition of the occasion, the 
Northern Hills Drug Court in 
tandem with drug courts across 
the nation, scheduled a 
graduation ceremony on May 
15, to coincide with a national 

celebration at the site of the 
first drug court in Miami 
Dade, Florida.   
   The Northern Hills Drug 
Court was very fortunate to 
welcome Lt. Governor Dennis 
Daugaard as keynote 
speaker.  Lt. Governor Dau-
gaard addressed the issue of 
drug abuse in South Dakota 
and its negative impact on 
every community.  He shared 
a poignant and personal story 
of how drug abuse resulted in 
the death of a distant relative 
and the devastating impact it 
had on the family.   
   The graduate, a female and 
habitual drug offender whose 
life had revolved around 
drugs and a jail cell, talked 
about some of her struggles 
as a participant in drug court, 

but then credited the drug 
court program for her success 
in maintaining a drug and al-
cohol free lifestyle.  She ex-
perienced some trepidation of 
her pending graduation and 
did some soul searching.  
She asked herself, “If I saw a 
bag of meth lying on the 
ground, what would I do?”  
She answered, “I would use 
my foot and grind it into the 
dirt and then nobody else 
would be able to use it ei-
ther.”  This participant told 
everyone gathered for her 
graduation ceremony that by 
honestly reflecting and an-
swering her own question, 
she knew in her heart she 
was ready to graduate from 
the Northern Hills Drug Court 
Program and move on with 
her life.  
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Lt. Governor Dennis Daugaard gives 
a commencement speech on May 
15, 2009, for Northern Hills Drug 
Court’s National Commencement 
Day ceremony. 

July 19-25 Designated as Court Services, Parole Agents 
and Juvenile Corrections Agents Week 

   Chief Justice Gilbertson and 
Governor Rounds co-signed 
an Executive Proclamation 
proclaiming July 19-25 as 
Court Services, Parole Agents, 
and Juvenile Corrections 
Agents Week.  
   The Proclamation recog-
nized that they are an essen-
tial part of the criminal justice 
system through their work on 
the front lines supervising 
adult and juvenile offenders in 
the community in order to hold 
them accountable for their ac-

tions; and how they uphold the 
law with dignity while recogniz-
ing the right of the public to be 
safe-guarded from criminal ac-
tivity. In addition, they are 
trained professionals who pro-
vide services and referrals for 
offenders; plus they work in 
partnership with community 
agencies and groups; and they 
promote prevention, interven-
tion and advocacy; and they 
provide services, support and 
protection for victims; and ad-
vocate community and restora-
tive justice.   

 

The first step in the  
acquisition of wisdom  

is silence, 
 the second listening,  

the third memory,  
the fourth practice,  
the fifth teaching  

others. 
 

Solomon Ibn Gabriol 



held during the State Bar 
meeting in Sioux Falls.  De-
partment of Social Services 
representatives and State 
Court Administrator Patricia 
Duggan provided updates. 
   The Referees are attorneys 
contracted by the UJS to 
meet with parents to calculate 
child support. The Referees 
then submit a recommenda-
tion to the Court.  

  The annual meeting of the 
Child Support Referees was 

   UJS employees and State 
Bar members completed sur-
veys several months ago re-
garding the future direction of 
the UJS.  A number of State 
Bar responses addressed the 
future of judicial staffing as a 
primary concern. 
   In order to address these 
concerns, Chief Justice 
Gilbertson, State Court Ad-
ministrator Patricia Duggan, 
Presiding Judge Jeff Davis, 
Circuit Judge Patricia Riepel 

and Judicial Quali-
fications Commis-
sion Chair Chris 
Palmer visited with 
the State Bar 
membership, an-
swered their ques-
tions, and provided 
information on judi-
cial careers.  
   The Panel Dis-
cussion was well 
received by State 
Bar members.  

place, and the basement is 
capped. Work is presently un-
derway on the east and west 
wing footings. 
      

   Progress continues on the 
construction of the new Han-
son County Courthouse in 
Alexandria despite  delays 
caused by  recent rain 
storms. 
   Footings have been poured,   
crushed rock was put in 
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Panel Discussion at Annual State Bar Meeting 

Hanson County Courthouse Construction Update 
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State Court Administrator Patricia Duggan ad-
dresses the crowd.  

Terry Walter, Director of the 
Child Support Division, provides 
input during the meeting.  Referees listening to discus-

sion at the annual meeting. 

 

Happiness depends more  
on the inward disposition  

of the mind than on   
outward circumstances. 

 

Benjamin Franklin 
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