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Criminal Caseload 

 

Chart B-10 below compares criminal 

case filings for the past five fiscal 

years.  

 

A summary of traffic offenses and 

fines is presented in Table B-20 on 

page 49.  Total overall misdemeanor 

filings and jury trials have increased 

over the past fiscal year.  

 

   

Felony Cases 

 

Felony filings, preliminary hearings, 

guilty pleas and dismissals have all 

increased over the past fiscal year 

(Charts B-11 and B-12 below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart B-10.  Criminal Filings Comparison

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Class II 139,260 134,617 124,965 112,853 133,323

Class I 22,613 21,896 20,141 19,929 22,845

Felony 5,797 5,745 6,126 6,456 7,669

 

Chart B-11.  Felony Caseload Comparisons

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Filings Prel. Hearings Guilty Pleas Dismissals

Filings 5,797 5,745 6,126 6,456 7,669

Prel. Hearings 393 418 383 377 496

Guilty Pleas 2,354 2,247 2,383 2,542 2,786

Dismissals 952 707 868 887 1,605

 

Chart B-12.  Five-Year Jury Trial Comparison

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Class One Jury Trials Felony Jury Trials

Class One Jury Trials 84 89 71 59 63

Felony Jury Trials 92 107 103 92 105
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Charts B-13 and B-14 compare Total 

Class 1 Misdemeanor filings with 

Class 1 Misdemeanor DUI filings (first 

and second offenses.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In FY2008, (as a five-year comparison) 

DUI offenses accounted for 43.3% 

(9,785 of 22,613) of total Class 1 Mis-

demeanor filings.  In FY2012, that 

number decreased to 40.0% (9,097 of 

22,845) of the total Class 1 Misde-

meanor filings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart B-14.  Comparison - 

Total Class I Misdemeanor Filings to Class I DUI Filings

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Total Class I Filings 22,613 21,896 20,141 19,929 22,845

Class 1 DUI Filings 9,785 10,147 11,220 7,748 9,097

 

Chart B-13.  Class I Misdemeanor Caseload Comparison

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Filings 22,613 22,800 20,141 19,929 22,845

Prel. Hearings 1,543 1,798 1,301 1,007 1,194

Guilty Pleas 12,527 12,237 11,220 10,724 12,008
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Class 2 Misdemeanors 

 

Chart B-15 shows that Class 2 mis-

demeanor (including petty offense and 

municipal ordinance) filings and guilty 

pleas have increased. 

 

Chart B-16 shows that Class 2 mis-

demeanor dismissals have decreased 

slightly since FY2008.  Of the 14,810 

Class 2 dismissals reported for 

FY2012, 11,283 or 76.2% were for “fi-

nancial responsibility” arrests. Finan-

cial responsibility arrests (SDCL 32-

35-113) are made when a driver is 

stopped by a law enforcement officer 

for a traffic violation and the driver 

cannot produce proof of financial re-

sponsibility (usually an auto insur-

ance card).  If the defendant can later 

produce such proof for a clerk-

magistrate, the charge is dismissed.  

See Table B-23 for further infor-

mation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some other Class 2 misdemeanor dis-

missals occur when a traffic case is 

removed from active court files be-

cause a defendant’s driver’s license 

has been suspended by the Office of 

Driver Improvement for failure to ap-

pear or pay a fine after a period of six 

months.  In order to have a license re-

instated, the defendant must have the 

court issue an order.  Then the de-

fendant must pay a reinstatement fee 

to the Department of Public Safety.  

The defendant also faces the possibil-

ity of an additional criminal charge for 

failing to appear in court on the origi-

nal violation. 

 

Table B-20 on Page 49 lists the most 

frequent Class 2 Misdemeanor, munic-

ipal ordinances and petty offense traf-

fic violations for the fiscal year.    

Those with an SDCL Code prefix of 99 

are municipal ordinance violations. 

 

 

 

 

 

Chart B-15.  Comparison

Class 2 Caseload Filings and Guilty Pleas

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Class 2 Filings 139,260 134,617 124,965 112,853 133,323

Guilty Pleas 119,727 116,645 109,084 96,947 100,553

 

Chart B-16.  Comparison - Class 2 Dismissals

FY2008 FY2009 FY2010 FY2011 FY2012
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Dismissals 16,655 15,301 14,992 13,548 14,810
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