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South Dakota’s Newest
Supreme Court Justice

hde, Martin and
Severson, from
1976-1982.

A welcome is ex-
tended to our new-
est Supreme Court
Justice. Jus-
tice Severson
served as
Presiding
Judge in the
Second Cir-
cuit from
2002-2009,
and as Circ-
cuit Court
Judge from
1993-2009.

He has a
B.S. and J.D.
from the Uni-
versity of
South Da-
kota, and was
with Fingerson

™
°
-
-
(=
-
>
-

and Severson from
1983-1992. He was
a Huron City Attor-

Justice Severson
served with the
S.D. National

Guard from 1967-
1973. He is a mem-
ber of the American
Bar As-

ney from 1977-
1992, a Deputy
State’s Attorney in
1975, and was
with Benson, We-

R T Yo

sociation, the S.D.
Bar Association,
and was with the
Minnesota Bar As-
pi Sociation, Law

‘ dation, from
1987-1989.

He has been
a member of
the S.D. Trial
Lawyers Asso-
ciation, and
served on the
S.D. Board of
Water and
Natural Re-
sources from
1986-1992. He
was a Munici-
pal Attorneys
Association
President in 1985,
and was President
of the S.D. Judges
Association from
2001-2002.

Inside this issue:

Judiciary Message; Hanson Co. Groundbreaking 2
2nd Circuit Courthouse Expansions 3&6
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Magistrate Judge Marshall’s Swearing-In

Judy Weber Retires from 1st Circuit
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2 SCAO Staff Graduate ICM Course

Articles, information
and feedback are wel-
come. Articles and
information will be
printed as space al-
lows. Please email
your information to
Gloria Guericke.



Chief Justice’s Memo

Spring is a time of transi-
tions.

We looked forward to the
arrival of our new Supreme
Court Justice, Justice Glen
Severson. However, he cer-
tainly was no stranger to the
UJS family as he had been
active as a Circuit Judge in
the Second Judicial Circuit for
many decades.

We also look forward to the
arrival of three new Circuit
Judges. Judge Caldwell has
replaced Justice Severson on
the Circuit bench and the
Legislature authorized my re-

quest for a new Circuit Judge
in the Second Judicial Circuit
and another for the Seventh
Judicial Circuit. These addi-
tional two judgeships will go a
long way to overcoming an
increasing court docket in
these two circuits.

We also continue with what
has proven to be success-
ful. To those of you who con-
tribute your work efforts to the
UJS, | say "thank you."

NS,

Hanson County Groundbreaking Ceremony

Tom Bell, Chairman of the Hanson
County Commissioners

On Tuesday May 12, 2009,
the Groundbreaking Cere-
mony for the new Hanson
County Courthouse in Alex-
andria was held. Chairman of
the Hanson County Commis-
sioners Tom Bell spoke, giv-
ing a brief history of the 3 pre-
vious Hanson County court-

fice is now located at 440
Main Street in Alexandria.

houses and thanking every-
one involved for getting them
to this point.

Construc- T
tion was 1
scheduled
to begin
May 18th, .
with a tenta- SESEERTT
tive comple- S Ty
tion date of =

July 2010. &
AllHan- ©
son County [=
offices will
remain in
their tempo- |
rary loca-
tions until Circuit Administrator Kim Allison, Hanson County
then. The  Clerk of Court Ramona Schroeder, and other depart-
Clerk of ment heads with the ceremonial shovels.
Courts of-
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Second Circuit’s Courthouse Expansions

Most of the dust has settled
and the construction hardhats
are back on the shelf in the
2" Circuit (Lincoln and Min-
nehaha Counties), where two
courthouse construction pro-
jects were both completed on
time and within budget. The
circuit now has a total of 20
courtrooms at three locations
(the 20" is a hearing room at
the Juvenile Detention Facility
in south Sioux Falls).

Beginning in 2007, Lincoln
County approved $8.5 million
for a major new county gov-
ernment complex, followed by
renovation of the entire 1899
courthouse for use by the
Courts only. During the reno-
vation, court was conducted
in the count y commissioners’
chambers, a B
meeting room in &%
the County Ex-
tension Building,
and in the base-
ment of Home
Federal Bank \
across the street. |4
We filled a con-
struction dump-
ster with “stuff”
from the court- ¥
house attic alone,
and may the
dead pigeons
and bats rest in
peace. The
Court is now
“‘back home” with

three courtrooms, The skeleton of the two new floors of the Minne-
haha County Courthouse, Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota, Fall 2007, taken from the cab of the tower

two judge’s
chambers, two

X ,1“"1 , .

jury delibera-
tion rooms,
four attorney/
client confer-
ence rooms,
new offices
for Court Ser-
vices and the
Clerk’s office, p
a jury assem- &
bly room that
seats around

50, ample

storage

space in the

basement, The expanded Lincoln County Government Com-
and impor- plex, 2008, Canton, South Dakota; the remodeled
tantly, public  courthouse is the taller, lighter colored portion in

bathrooms on the foreground.
every floor.

The new, public law library is
still under construction and

there are still some courtroom
electronics yet to be installed,
but otherwise, the remodeled
facility is just about complete.
The final electronics installa-
tion will include a CourtSmart
system that records court in
Lincoln County from a control
room in Sioux Falls — a first in
South Dakota.

S — S Also beginning in late 2007,
‘ Minnehaha County appropri-
ated $11.5 million for a
40,000 square foot expansion
of the courthouse in Sioux
Falls by adding two floors to
the existing courthouse. The
expanded courthouse now
includes a total of 16 court-
rooms on 6 floors, a large
meeting/multipurpose room
that seats 45, a computer

(contd. on page 6)

crane, 120 feet above the ground.
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Bernie Lungren’s Retirement Party

Circuit Administrator Bernie The party was well at-

Lungren retired after more tended despite the winter
than 20 years with the Unified  gnowstorm that came

Judicial System. through earlier in the day.

A retirement party was held ~ Bernie was surrounded
on February 21, 2009, atthe by family and friends as

Spearfish Canyon Country well as co-workers in the
Club. Fourth Circuit and from

across the state.
The local attorneys
also attended to
wish Bernie well in
her retirement.

Presiding Judge Warren Johnson rec-
Bernie began her ognizes Bernie’s many achievements
retirement with a and thanks her for her years of service
bang by taking a in the Fourth Judicial Circuit.

long-awaited trip to
Hawaii with her fam-
ily. She returned home

in time for another bliz-
State Court Administrator Patricia zard!

Duggan presents Bernie with an Execu-
tive Proclamation.

S

Court Reporter Committee’s First-year Accomplishments

communication between
reporters and UJS admini-
stration.

The Court Reporter Commit-
tee is pleased to announce
that during their first year they

accomplished the following: 5) Assisted (individual mem-

1) Developed and partici- bers of committee) in de-

pated in recruiting trips to
3 regional court reporting
schools.

velopment of SD court re-
porting school.

6) Developing/Presenting
2) Developed new policy materials on courtroom/
(adopted by Presiding court reporter etiquette to
Judges) for additional na- USD Law School.
tional training. 7) Improved (Human Re-

3)

4)

Updated freelance con-
tracts with increased rates
to stay competitive.

Began work to improve

sources initiative) court
reporter position an-
nouncement and its distri-
bution.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Judge Marshall Sworn-in with Seventh Circuit

Presiding Judge Jeff W. L. Severns, who re-
Davis is pleased to announce cently retired.
the appointment of Attorney
Mark F. Marshall as a magis-
trate judge of the Seventh Judi-
cial Circuit Court, filling the
seat vacated by Judge William

Mark Marshall has
practiced law in Rapid
City and Sioux Falls
since 1981. He previ- |
ously served as a U.S.
magistrate judge for
the United States Dis-
trict Court and as a
partner in the law firm

of Davenport, Evans,  pregiding Judge Davis (left) administers

H_UrWitZ & Smith in oath to Magistrate Judge Mark F. Mar-
Sioux Falls. Marshall  sp417 (right).

graduated with de-

grees from the Univer-

sity of South Dakota and Uni- Scott Bogue and Shawn
versity of South Dakota Pahlke.

New Magistrate Judge Mark F. Mar- School of Law. The Seventh Judicial Circuit
shall (left) pictured with retired includes Pennington, Custer,
Magistrate Judge Severns (right). Fall River and Shannon coun-
ties.

Judy Weber Retires After 30 Years with 1st Circuit

Judge Mark Marshall will
join fellow Magistrate Judges

Judy was an official court reporter
with the UJS for 30 years and
worked with several judges, most
recently Judge Tim Bjorkman. Be-
fore that she worked with Judge
Ron Miller until his retirement, and
before that Judge Boyd McMurchie.

Judy had been stationed in
Chamberlain, Plankinton, and Sa-
lem.

At her January 9 retirement party,
Judge Miller gave a brief speech
and then Judy was presented her
retirement plaque by Judge Bjork-
man, and a gift of Black Hills Gold
from her co-workers, presented by
Law Clerk Tony Venhuisen.

Judge Bjorkman presents Judy with a retirement plaque.
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Second Circuit’s Courthouse Expansions, cont’d.

training center that [ office moves, phone trans-
seats 18, a jury as- fer§, mcessgnt drllllng anq
sembly rbom with a noise, shaklpg and vibrating
large-screen projec- offices, and |ce-colld -elevator
tion system for 125 shafts. Then-Prg&d_mg Jque
additional judges’ ’ _Severson and Circuit Admln-
chambers and court istrator KarI_Thoennes wish to
reporter offices, and | pass on their deep thanks to
expanded officé : the judges, staff, attorneys,
space for the Clerk’s the pu_blic, and the Lincoln
office and Court Ser- ¢ aqd I_\/Imnehaha coun_ty com-
vices. The addition & missioners font aII.thelr work,

: time, and dedication on these

also includes a new RS T - : e
: ) R s T outstanding facilities.
dedicated-use pris-

oner transport eleva- The expanded Minnehaha County Courthouse,

tor directly from the  Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Spring 2009

jail for greatly en- /N@
hanced security — no . , ,

more sharing one staff eleva- credibly patient and erX|pIe,

tor with a chain gang on their even through the dynamite

way to court. The court staff blasts .in the parking lot, dead
still gets lost on some of the bats, fire alarms, repeated
floors and a little fin-
ishing work still re-
mains, but we now
have the space to
accommodate Sioux
Falls’ rapid growth
for years to come.
The building is so
tall now that we
have to have a red
flashing light on the
roof pursuant to FAA
airplane safety re-
quirements — one of
the many things you
learn about building
specs in a big con-
struction project.

The judges and S
court staff in both “High Tech, High Capacity, Multi-Litigant Court-
counties were in- room 5B,” Minnehaha County Courthouse, Sioux

Falls, South Dakota, Spring 2009.
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Drug Court Program Celebrates Another Graduation

The Northern Hills Drug
Court held its fourth gradua-
tion ceremony celebrating its
fifth graduate on Tuesday,
April 7, 2009. The graduation
was originally scheduled for
March 31, but was postponed
due to a blizzard.

The graduate is a Butte
County probationer and a fa-
ther of six. He supported his
family as a heavy equipment

Judge Michelle Percy addresses the /N@

graduate (not shown) while Mr.
Vander Heidi and Michael Pis-

ciotta, the Drug Court Coordinator,

look on.

job that he has been
. asked to return to

operator and also by
running the family farm
during his time in drug
court.

As he neared his
graduation, he was
asked to speak to drug
and alcohol clients at
an inpatient treatment
center in Belle
Fourche, the same fa-
cility where he had
previously attended

Judge Bastian visits with Bernie Lungren
(former Circuit Court Administrator, now

treatment. The gradu- retired) and Derrick Nedved, CSO Super-

ate did such a good

speak to the clients on
a regular basis.

visor after the graduation.

Keynote Speaker Tim Vander Heide, Butte
County State’s Attorney, addresses the

crowd.

Case Management System (CMS) Update

The first vendor evaluation

in the process to select a new
case management system for

UJS has been completed! It
was a good learning experi-
ence for all involved and we

are anxious to move on to the

next phase.

As background, after re-

ceiving 15 Letters of Intent
from prospective bidders,
UJS received nine bid pro-
posals in response to the
RFP that was issued in Janu-
ary. All nine proposals were
screened according to pre-
defined qualification criteria.
Five proposals passed the
initial screening and were se-

lected for evaluation. Two of
those proposals were further
found to be deficient, in terms
of their ability to meet either
our technical or business re-
quirements. The first evalua-
tion was completed by SCAO
staff. The Evaluation

(contd. on Page 8)
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Two Graduate From the Institute for Court

Management

Two of South Dakota’s
court professionals became
Certified Court Executives
and Fellows of the Institute
for Court Management (ICM)
on Friday, May 15, having
successfully completed
ICM’s flagship Court Execu-
tive Development Program.
These individuals include:

e Nancy J. Allard, Director
of Trial Court Services,
State Court Administra-
tor’s Office, and

« Beth R. Urban, Human
Resources Manager,
State Court Administra-
tor’s Office.

These two women and 20
other court professionals
from across the United
States took part in gradua-

CMS U pdate, (cont’d.)

tion ceremonies conducted at
the Supreme Court in Wash-
ington, D.C. Chief Justice of
the United States John G.
Roberts, Jr. welcomed and
addressed the graduates.

The Court Executive Devel-
opment Program is the only
program of its kind in the
United States. This profes-
sional certification program

Nancy Allard, Director of Trial
Court Services, and Beth Urban,

was established more than 30 Human Resources Manager

years ago, in part, by Chief
Justice of the United States
Warren E. Burger in his call for
improving the management of
state court administration. The
intensive four-phase educa-
tional program better prepares
court professionals for man-
agement and leadership posi-
tions. Since the first class of
CEDP graduates in 1970,

process was divided into
three sections (1) Company
Qualifications (2) Bid Pro-
posal Evaluation and (3) Cost
Proposals. Cost proposals
were not opened until the first
two sections were evaluated
and scored.

Vendors selected from the
first evaluation will now move
on to the next step in the se-
lection process, which is on-
site demonstrations to a CMS
Evaluation team. This team

consists of Supreme Court
Justices, Judges, Circuit Ad-
ministrators, Clerks of Court,
Court Services, and SCAO
staff. The second round of
evaluations is scheduled for
the first two weeks in June
and the CMS Evaluation team
will make recommendations
to the Supreme Court. We will
keep everyone updated as
we progress toward the se-
lection of a vendor for our
new case management sys-
tem.

more than 1,100 court pro-
fessionals in 48 states, the
District of Columbia, Guam
and 12 foreign countries
have become Fellows.

=
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