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Interpreters by Video

South Dakota’s 

Second Judicial Circuit

Updated: 04/22/12
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• Lincoln & Minnehaha Counties

• Smallest Circuit in geographical size

• Largest by population (about 220,000)

• State Population: ~ 800,000

2nd 

Circuit



Sample Court Interpreter Need, Eastern SD
Data Source: 2nd and 3rd Circuit Court Admin, 2006 informal survey

2nd Circuit

County Interpreter Frequency

Brookings Twice per month

Clark Once 10 years ago

Codington 3 times per year

Grant Once per month

Hamlin Never

Hand Never

Jerauld 4-6 times per year

Miner Once five years ago

Moody Once per week average

Sanborn Once per month

Minnehaha & Lincoln (2nd Circuit) 2012 Update:  939 interpreter 

appointments per year, 3.6 per day



Languages?  In 2011…
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• Albanian

• Amharic

• Anuak

• Arabic

• ASL/Deaf

• Bantu

• Bosnian

• Burmese

• Cambodian

• Cebuano

• Creole (Seychelles)

• Czech

• Danish

• Dinka

• Farsi/Persian

• French

• German

• Iranian

• Japanese

• Karen

• Kinyarwanda

• Krahn

• Kunama

•  Kurdish

• Lao

• Liberian

• Mai Mai

• Nepali

• Nuer

• Oromo

• Quiche’ 

• Somali

• Spanish

• Sudanese

• Swahili

• Tigrinya

• Ukranian

• Vietnamese

• Wolof

2nd 

Circuit
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•45% Arabic

•25% Spanish

•30 % All Others

2nd 

Circuit
Language Distribution



How do we find them?

• Five local agencies

• 28 private individuals (“freelancers”)

• Communication Services for the Deaf

• Language Line and three other 

phone providers

• court2court@listserve.ncsconline.org

• NAJIT
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How do we find them? (cont.)

• Other courts (both near and far)

• Catholic, Lutheran, and other social 

service agencies

• Hollywood

• Universities, including overseas

• Google searches, Wikipedia source 

notes
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•Everything                  
(all case types, all related parties, 
attorney conferences, clerk’s office, 
probation visits, jurors; (everything 
except unrelated courtroom 
spectators))

2nd 

Circuit Interpreters provided for:



2nd Circuit

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

Series1 $37,855 $47,879 $45,936 $58,500 $56,134 $66,408 $66,902 $74,638 $91,669 $97,216 $84,444 $87,108 $102,00
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Court Interpreter Spending, Minnehaha County
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Courtrooms & Video

• 20 Courtrooms in 

the 2nd Circuit, 9 

video units

• 66 counties in the 

State

• About 60 

courthouse/Jail 

video units across 

the state

2nd 

Circuit



Deaf Video Relay Terminals

• Free!  
(well, federal grant/ 

telecommunications 

surcharge; needs an 

internet connection)
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State Video 

Network

County Unit 

Unrestricted

Webcam/ 

Laptop Unit



Basic Video Cart

($800)

• Polycom PVS-14**     

(Ebay, $200)

• 47” Flatscreen Display 

(Walmart, $400)

• Rolling cart: $150

• Hardware, cables, etc. $50
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Webcam Cart, 

add…
• Laptop, $349

• Microsoft LifeCam, $89

• Good external laptop 

speakers, $69

• Headset with mic, $49

• Windows Messenger, free

• “ClearSea” ($ depends…)

• (Skype is too cutsie, 

Webex too cumbersome…)
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But all video technology does no 

good unless you have somebody 

on the other end, so…
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The National Court 

Videoconference 

Directory
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Future development, 

where do we go from here?

• Flexible courts and tech staff open to 

innovation and cooperation across state lines

• Flexible/open video systems

• Decent equipment and fast, clear internet 

connections (no wireless) on both ends

• $$: Work out billing arrangements for court 

interpreters on loan to other states
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www.2courts.com

2nd 

Circuit

Online videoconferencing request 

available at 

www.SDJudicial.com/SecondCircuit 
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