


Current state:
3 months< 7 months 



• Notice of Appeal: 30 days after the entry of the final 
judgement on the CCS (Appellate Rule 9(A)).

• Filing of Transcript with trial court clerk: 45 days after 
the NOA (Appellate Rule 11(B)).

• Appellant’s Brief: 30 days after NCT (Appellate Rule 
44(B)(1).

• Appellee’s Brief: 30 days after Appellant’s Brief 
(Appellate Rule 44(B)(2).

• Appellant’s Reply Brief: 15 days after Appellee’s Brief 
(Appellate Rule 45(B)(3).

• + time to issue COA opinion
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Desired future state:
3 months < 7 months 

Meaningful appellate review for 
subjects of involuntary 

temporary commitments
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• Overall Average, including dismissals: 143.3 days [12 were dismissed, 18 had opinions]
• Average days between NOA and NCT: 47.59 days
• Average days between NCT and Appellant’s Brief: 38.24 days
• Average days between Appellant’s Brief and Appellee’s Brief: 37.31 days
• Average days between Appellee’s Brief and Rely Brief: 14 days

PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1, 2024



Original Proposal

• Initiated by Judge Margret Robb and Professor Joel Schumm
• Notice of Appeal: 5 days after temporary commitment order
• Transcript: 10 days after NOA
• Appellant’s Appendix: 5 days after Notice of Completion of 

Transcript
• Appellant and Appellee’s Briefs: both due 10 days after the NCT



Stakeholders

• Counsel for mental health care providers
• Court of Appeals of Indiana
• Marion County Judiciary
• Marion County Public Defender Agency
• Office of the Indiana Attorney General
• Indiana Supreme Court Office of Judicial Administration



Pilot Participation

• Appeals of involuntary temporary commitment cases (IC 12-26-6) 
and litigated in Marion County.

• Respondent-appellants must be represented on appeal by the 
Marion County Public Defender Agency.

• Parties may seek leave to opt-out for good cause shown.
• The court on appeal may sua sponte remove the case from the 

pilot.



Appellant’s Brief Comparison

Current Rule Pilot Rule

14,000 words or 30 pages 4,200 words or 10 pages

Tables of Contents and Authorities N/A

Statement of the Issues Statement of the Issues limited to sufficiency of the 
evidence

Statement of the Case N/A

Statement of the Facts Statement of the Facts

Summary of the Argument N/A

Argument Argument

Conclusion N/A



Obstacle: Transcripts



Filing Timeline

Current Rule Pilot Rule

Notice of Appeal 30 days 5 days

Transcript 45 5

Appellant’s Brief 30 10

Appellee’s Brief 30 5

Reply Brief 15 N/A

Total Time 150 25



Court of Appeals of Indiana

• Six judges volunteered to be on panels addressing the pilot cases.
• Panels will not be static.
• Aim to issue an opinion in one week.



Timeline Comparison

Current State Future State

Rule MH Actual Pilot Rule Pilot Actual

Transcript 45 47.59 5 TBD

Appellant’s 
Brief

30 38.24 10 TBD

Appellee’s Brief 30 37.31 5 TBD

Reply Brief 15 14 N/A N/A



• In the first six months of the 
pilot, 7 expedited cases were 
initiated.

• The average time from the 
Notice of Appeal to the Court of 
Appeals opinion was 30.85 
calendar days.

• For comparison, 2023 mental 
health appeals from Marion 
County averaged 143.3 days 
from Notice of Appeal to opinion 
or dismissal.
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Marion Superior Court

Amitav Thamba
athamba@indy.gov

https://courts.indy.gov 

https://courts.indy.gov/
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