IN THE SUPREME COURT
OF THE

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

¥ * * %

IN THE MATTER OF THE AMENDMENT OF SDCL )RULE 96-1
15-6-44 (a) )

Pursuant to a hearing held on February 15, 1996, at Pierre,
South Dakota, relating to the amendment of SDCL 15-6-44 (a), the
Court having considered the proposed amendment, the
correspondence and oral presentations relating thereto, if any,
and being fully advised in the premises, now, therefore, it is

ORDERED that SDCL 15-6-44(a) be and it is hereby amended to
read in its entirety as follows:

15-6-44(a) . Authentication of official records.

(1) Domestic. An official record kept within the
United States, or any state, district,
commonwealth, territory, or insular
possession thereof, or within the Panama
Canal Zone, the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands, or the Ryukyu Islands, or an
entry therein, when admissible for any
purpose, may be evidenced by an official
publication thereof or by a certified copy
prepared by the officer having the legal
custody of the record, or by that officer's
deputy.

(2) PForeign. A foreign official record, or an
entry therein, when admissible for any
purpose, may be evidenced by an official
publication thereof; or a copy thereof,
attested by a person authorized to make the
attestation, and accompanied by a final
certification as to the genuineness of the
signature and official position (i) of the
attesting person, or (ii) of any foreign
official whose certificate of genuineness of
signature and official position relates to
the attestation or is in a chain of
certificates of genuineness of signature and
official position relating to the
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attestation. A final certification may be
made by a secretary of embassy or legation,
consul general, consul, vice-consul, or
consular agent of the United States, or a
diplomatic or consular official of the
foreign country assigned or accredited to the
United States. If reasonable opportunity has
been given to all parties to investigate the
authenticity and accuracy of the documents,
the court may, for good cause shown, (i)
admit an attested copy without final
certification or (ii) permit the foreign
official record to be evidenced by an
attested summary with or without a final
certification.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this rule shall become effective
July 1, 1996.
DATED at Pierre, South Dakota, this 27th day of February,

1996.
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