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JUDICIAL QUALIFICATIONS COMMISSION 
 

The authority for creation of the Judicial Qualifications Commission is granted by 

the South Dakota Constitution.     

 
The seven-member commission is comprised of two circuit court judges, elected by the 

judicial conference; three members of the bar practicing law but no more than two of 

whom may be of the same political party and who must be appointed by a majority 

vote of the state bar commissioners; and two citizens, who are appointed by the 

Governor and who are not of the same political party.  The term of office for a 

commission member is four years.  No person may serve more than two terms as a 

member of the commission.  The purpose of the Judicial Qualifications Commission 

is to:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

        Receive and investigate complaints against justices or judges; 

        Conduct confidential hearings to determine whether complaints are justified; 

        Recommend censure, removal or retirement of a judge to the Supreme Court; 

        Investigate applicants for vacancies on the Supreme Court or circuit court bench; and 

        Nominate two or more of the most qualified applicants to the Governor. 
 

 

 

FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019

Complaints Received 15 8 16 15 15
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Chart 2.  JQC Complaints Received by Fiscal Year

Complaints Received

 

FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019

Investigations of Applicants 33 26 64 54 27
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Chart 3. JQC Investigations of Applicants by Fiscal Year

Investigations of Applicants
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