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	The South Dakota Supreme Court is the state’s highest court and the court of last resort for state appellate actions.  The Supreme Court is comprised of the chief justice, who is the administrative head of the Unified Judicial System, and four justice...
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	Magistrate courts assist the circuit courts in disposing of misdemeanor criminal cases and minor civil actions.  These courts have limited jurisdiction but make the judicial system more accessible to the public by providing a means of direct court con...
	magistrates are not attorneys but are clerks who receive specialized training.  They provide functions that need to be handled expeditiously.  Both magistrate judges and clerk magistrates are appointed by the presiding judge.
	Civil Caseload
	Criminal Caseload


