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RECEIPTS 
 
Chart 8 below shows various types of receipts for the past five fiscal years.  (See  
Appendix A for definitions of receipt categories or the UJS website for further receipt  
information by county and circuit). 

 
Chart 9 below shows court automation receipts for the past five fiscal years.  Court 
Automation is a surcharge assessed on all criminal prosecutions and civil actions to 
fund court automation costs.  
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FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021
Ct. Apptd. Atty. Fees $1,867,401 $1,825,949 $1,728,802 $1,686,367 $1,577,627

Cash Fees $956,175 $944,027 $928,463 $920,437 $918,260

Restitution $2,677,026 $2,795,723 $3,305,942 $2,669,530 $2,673,607

Chart 8. Court-Appointed Attorney Fees, Cash Fees and 
Restitution Receipts

 

 $6,100,000

 $6,200,000

 $6,300,000

 $6,400,000

 $6,500,000

 $6,600,000

 $6,700,000

FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021
Court Automation $6,288,250 $6,512,611 $6,523,806 $6,295,013 $6,654,278

Chart 9. Court Automation Receipts
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DISBURSEMENTS
  
Charts on this page illustrate the volume of receipts disbursed by clerks of court.     
 
Disbursements to cities are primarily city fines collected by the court system.  The 
amount remitted to the cities is 65% of the total city fines, forfeitures, and penalties 
and 100% of city costs.   The remaining 35% is remitted to the state general fund. 
 
Disbursements to the state include liquidated costs and the 35% of city fines 
mentioned above.   
 
Disbursements to counties include state fines - including funds returned to school 
districts in accordance with Article VIII, § 3, of the South Dakota Constitution - costs,  
forfeitures, and various fees for civil filings.   
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FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021
State $11,846,415 $12,296,721 $12,075,402 $11,633,165 $12,367,988

County $13,395,772 $13,838,681 $12,895,771 $12,328,557 $12,444,371

City $488,235 $454,419 $401,824 $410,588 $427,979

Restitution $2,764,036 $2,819,767 $3,305,942 $2,885,701 $2,557,526

Chart 10.  Select Revenue Disbursements
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	The South Dakota Supreme Court is the state’s highest court and the court of last resort for state appellate actions.  The Supreme Court is comprised of the chief justice, who is the administrative head of the Unified Judicial System, and four justice...
	Supreme Court Workload

	Magistrate courts assist the circuit courts in disposing of misdemeanor criminal cases and minor civil actions.  These courts have limited jurisdiction but make the judicial system more accessible to the public by providing a means of direct court con...
	magistrates are not attorneys but are clerks who receive specialized training.  They provide functions that need to be handled expeditiously.  Both magistrate judges and clerk magistrates are appointed by the presiding judge.
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